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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

Claims 35, 36, 41 and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. In claims 31 and 41 it is unclear what 
is intended by the "radial reach" since it is not a recognized term in the art. Claims 36 
and 42 are generally confusing and indefinite for example in claim 2, it is unclear how a 
width can be measured at a point divided by a distance and there is no anteceded basis 
for "the contacting region" and it is unclear what is refers to. Claims 31 and 41 were 
examined as best understood but, an understanding could not be made with regards to 
claims 36 and 42 and as a result, they could not be considered as they relate to the 
prior art. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 31, 32 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Collins (US 2,025,848). Collins discloses a snap ring having an interior contour 
comprising a first segment (9) with a first radius and second and third segments on 
opposite sides of the first segment extending to a gap (at 8) with wherein the second 
and third segments have a same second radius which is clearly larger than a the first 
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and with a different origin point. Also, since the second and third radius are spread 
apart (column 2, lines 8-10) they would not have a coincident point of origin. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 37, 38 and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Toh (US 6,856,485) in view of Collins. Toh discloses an actuator arm comprising 
an actuator (29), an actuator pivot bearing (31) including a bearing groove wherein the 
upper surface of the bearing groove is read as an "actuator pivot bearing flange" and a 
snap ring (32) received in the groove but, does not disclose the specifics of the snap 
ring a claimed. Collins discloses a snap ring having an interior contour comprising a first 
segment (9) with a first radius and second and third segments on opposite sides of the 
first segment extending to a gap (at 8) with wherein the second and third segments 
have a same second radius which is clearly larger than a the first and with a different 
origin point. Also, since the second and third radius are spread apart (column 2, lines 8- 
1 0) they would not have a coincident point of origin. At the time the invention was 
made, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to form the ring of 
Toh as shown in Collins because the ring as in Collins because a simple substitution of 
one known element for another to obtain predictable is obvious. See MPEP 21 43. 
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Alternatively, the snap ring of Collins would be an improvement because it would 
require replacement upon servicing thus ensuring proper operation thereafter as 
discussed in Collins. 

Claims 24 and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Collins or Toh in view of Collins as applied to claims 31 and 37 above, and further 
in view of Corsmeier (US 4,934,888). Corsmeier disclose a snap ring having segments 
joined without a distinct radial step discontinuity. At the time the invention was made, it 
would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to form the ring of Collins or 
modified Toh without a distinct radial step discontinuity as disclosed in Corsmeier in 
order to avoid sharp corners which may cause damage. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 33 and 39 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Flemming Saether whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7071 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Victor Batson can be reached on 571-272-6987. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
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